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preceded by four young men, who sang and danced
the Calumet to her. She was dressed as an Amazon;
she painted her face and Wore her Hair like the men.
In this village they know nothing of all the yells
that are usually uttered among the Natchés when
they pass before the temple—opposite which is a
Chapel 50 feet long that Father du Ru caused to be
built last spring; also a great Cross 35 or 4o feet
high, that he caused to be erected in the public place
of the village. Father de Limoges had arrived there
three days before, in order to settle there and to
labor for the Conversion of the houmas, who seemed
to me to be very docile. The Great Chief is very
reasonable, and says that he acknowledges but one
spirit who has made all. I counted 70 Cabins in the
village, which I visited with Father de Limoges,
who chose to give me the first-fruits of his mission
in the baptism that I administered to a Child 3 days
old. I gave him the name of St. Francis Xavier,
the Patron of the mission; God took him to paradise
a few days afterward, there to labor for the Conver-
sion of his parents and of his Countrymen.

On the 3rd of december, we celebrated the Festival
of that great Saint as solemnly as we could; and I
Chanted the first high mass that was ever heard in
the village. I was Surprised at the little Curiosity
that they manifested. If the Mississipi country be
settled, and this mission be not taken from us, There
is reason to hope that we shall do well here, on
account of the docility of those poor people. The
women and girls are more modest than Among the
neighboring Tribes. May God be pleased to convert
them, and make the road to Their village Impracti-
cable for certain French libertines. All that they do



